CITY OF PORTLAND COUNCIL MINUTES

Monday March 14, 2016
The Portland City Council met in regular session on Monday March 14, 2016 in the Memorial Hall Building. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Sven Mickels.   Also present were Aldermen JoAnna Nielson, Ed Lenaburg, Heather Hutchins and Public Works Director Ben Basol.  Absent was Alderman Josh Braaten.  Also present were city attorney Cassie Tostenson, Melissa Beach, Senator Phil Murphy, Craig Klabo, Tom Capouch, and Neil Breidenbach from TRWD.
Senator Murphy was in attendance with Melissa Beach from TCEDC and acknowledged support of TCEDC and Melissa Beach and thanked all council members for their work for the city.  Melissa Beach reviewed 2015 Annual report with the council.  City of Portland requested assistance on securing information on the current renaissance zone that is currently established in the city of Caviler, North Dakota.  Tom Capouch reviewed recent MPEDC activities, restating that industrial sites and housing are still the focus for MPEDC.

Resident Kalbo requested that the City of Portland install a street light on Fargo Ave.  City will contact Xcel Energy.

Traill Rural Water District presented new spreadsheets with current loan cost totaling $296,656.95.  Mayor Mickels restated that per minutes of the June 2009 City Council meeting, the City of Portland agreed to a figure of $73,000 with the Traill Rural Water District representative who was present at the meeting and gave the figure.  It is the City of Portland’s contention that the figure given was for work needed as part of Phase 1 & Phase 2 of the drinking water project.  It was further agreed that once written up, the City of Portland would sign the Joint Powers agreement, which was accomplished during the July 2009 City Council meeting.  The Mayor and Alderman Lenaburg restated that it was understood that the City of Portland was to have no part or interest in Phase 3 of the drinking water project as the City of Portland had not been in the past been part of water purification or well operations as had the City of Hillsboro, City of Mayville and the Traill Rural Water District.  City Attorney Cassie Tostenson inquired as to how the city would like to proceed.  Mayor Mickels advised the City Attorney that if a satisfactory resolution could not be obtained without going to trail, than we would need to pursue that route.  It was pointed out that as is the case of many projects agreed to, costs can overrun estimates, however much more that 50% over an estimate is excessive in the opinion of the City of Portland.  Motion Lenaburg, second Hutchins to authorize city attorney Cassie Tostenson to proceed with pursuing a billing resolution and a new contract with TRWD, on roll call vote, all present aye, Alderman Braaten nor present, motion carried.
Minutes for the February 8, 2016 regular meeting were presented.  Motion Hutchins, second Nielson to approve meeting minutes, all aye, motion carried.
Mail reviewed. Motion Nielson, second Hutchins to approve the proposed changes with the Traill County Emergency Management agreement, all aye, motion carried.
Motion Nielson, second Hutchins to approve an alternate location permit for Floyds, and 3 gaming permits: Anderson Hefta Legion raffle, Aurdal Church quilt raffle and Perry Church raffle, all aye, motion carried.

The following bills were presented:
	SALARIES  
	$4,373.99

	Aflac
	$314.08

	American Funds
	$242.68

	American Funds
	$143.45

	MSU
	$3,087.53

	IRS
	$1,374.26

	Brudvik Law
	$122.50

	City of Fargo
	$14.00

	David Groven 
	$182.00

	Office of Treasurer
	$4,498.00

	Sensus USA
	$1,838.01

	Xcel Energy
	$1,088.08

	Barbara Rygg
	$50.00

	Ben Basol
	$482.14

	City of Mayville
	$1,600.00

	MayPort Insurance & Realty
	$50.00

	Mayville Prairie Fire Board
	$500.00

	Nadine Rygg
	$185.79

	Postmaster
	$151.00

	Traill Rural Water District
	$4,583.41

	Farmers Union Oil
	$300.33

	MayPort Hardware Hank
	$69.70

	ND Sewage Pump & Lift Station
	$518.00

	Traill County Tribune
	$143.00

	Midcontinent Comm
	$145.75

	Waste Management
	$3,464.48

	Traill Rural Water District
	$1,309.80

	Xcel Energy
	$1,126.35

	Ben Basol
	$170.93

	Chris Karlstad
	$105.00

	Loren Basol
	$30.00

	NDWPCC
	$20.00

	Total
	$32,284.26


Motion Hutchins, second Lenaburg to pay bills as revised, on roll, all aye, motion carried.
Financial reports presented.  Motion Nielson, second Lenaburg to approve financial report, all aye, motion carried. 
Department Head Reports:   Police – Ed Lenaburg:   no report   Streets – Heather Hutchins:  no report.  Water – Josh Braaten:  Over due bills discussed.  Seven (7) accounts scheduled to be turned off on Monday March 21, 2016 for non-payment.  Letter to be sent to overdue accounts stating that the balance of these accounts must be paid in full to prevent water from being shut off.  A $100 turn on fee must be paid before water service will be restored.  Failure to pay the fee and turn water on without the city approval will result in theft of services charges being filed by the City of Portland through the Traill County Sheriff’s office.  All accounts for Traill County Housing to be mailed to Traill County Housing in Hillsboro with a copy of the bills sent to the Fargo office, and not to individual customers. Buildings/Grounds/Equipment – JoAnna Nielson:  no report.  Director of Public Works:  no report.
Motion Hutchins, second Lenaburg for Ben Basol to schedule street sweeping for this spring, on roll, all aye, motion carried.
Motion Nielson, second Hutchins to approve Ben Basol to attend NDWPCC conference in Bismarck, on roll, all aye, motion carried.

No further business, meeting adjourned.
___________________________________             ________________________________ 
Nadine Rygg, Auditor


           Sven Mickels, Mayor

